[image: Une image contenant horloge, capture d’écran

Description générée automatiquement]
Press release,
Lyon, february 12th 2024


AFTER CARLOS ALCARAZ IN 2017, 
THE FUTURE CHAMPIONS OF TENNIS IN LYON AT THE ALL IN COUNTRY CLUB
FOR THE EUROPEAN FINAL OF THE BABOLAT CUP


This weekend saw the final of the Babolat Cup in Lyon, the European tournament for under-12 girls and boys created by Babolat in 2009, and won in 2017 by a certain Carlos Alcaraz (world #2, ESP). Initially organized in Spain, then rapidly extended to the UK, the Babolat Cup, now active in 5 countries (France, Italy, UK, Spain, Germany), has seen young hopefuls of European tennis blossom for over 10 years. In 2017, Carlos Alcaraz won the tournament in Spain, in total Babolat look, with Babolat racquet and strings in hand. The awards ceremony was held on Sunday at the All In Country Club, club and tennis academy of Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, former French number 1 and world top 5, in the presence of Eric Babolat, President of Babolat, and Frédéric Ascione, Director of the All In Country Club.

The year 2023 marked a turning point for the Babolat Cup, with the Europeanization of the tournament. 3 countries entered the calendar: France, Italy and Germany, alongside the two historic countries (Spain and the UK). 
Throughout 2023, Babolat teams organized a national circuit in each of the 5 countries, hosted by the brand's partner clubs and certified by the national federations. Among the 2,500 players who took part, those with the most points were crowned national champions (1 girl and 1 boy per country). This weekend, 12 players competed in the European final in Lyon. Britons Roberta Gaskell and Kamran Arif won the Babolat Cup 2023, and as such will be invited for a Wimbledon Experience during The Championships as guests of Babolat.
"I'm delighted to see the Babolat Cup take on an international dimension, having already won over Spain and the UK. Our know-how and expertise in tennis is demonstrated on a daily basis by our close involvement with players on the courts of the 20,000 clubs we partner in almost 150 countries around the world, and also by our support for the youngest players, whom we have supported with passion for almost 150 years", says Eric Babolat.
This competition is a real opportunity for young players to emerge and then follow in the footsteps of the great champions of Team Babolat, such as Rafael Nadal (ESP), Holger Rune (DAN), Arthur Fils (FRA) and Leylah Fernandez (CAN). This weekend in Lyon, they were able to experience the dynamic atmosphere of the Babolat Cup, whose development has no intention of stopping there. The next edition has already been set, with the participation of 2 additional countries (The Netherlands and Austria) for the 2024 edition, which promises to be even more exciting.









About Babolat   

A pioneer of innovation, Babolat invented tennis strings in 1875, the same year tennis rules were established. Babolat is the oldest international company specializing in tennis with great champions such as René Lacoste, Suzane Lenglen, and Björn Borg playing with VS strings. Babolat launched its first line of racquets in 1994 and won its first grand slam in 1998 at Roland Garros with Carlos Moya, the first of many. 
Family-run for five generations, Babolat is an innovative brand providing a complete range of equipment for all lovers of tennis, badminton, and padel including racquets, strings, footwear, apparel, balls and shuttles, bags, and accessories. 
Babolat officially equips more than 500 professional athletes in the world including Rafael Nadal (ESP), Carlos Alcaraz (ESP), and Juan Lebron (ESP, padel world number 1 in 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022). Babolat is present in 20,000 clubs in 150 countries around the world including 10 subsidiaries (USA, Japan, France, Italy, Spain, UK, Germany, Austria, Belgium, and China). 
Babolat is proud of its exclusive partnerships with great international brands such as Wimbledon, Club Med, and Michelin.
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